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Repeal and Replace Plan Bad for Patients, Providers 
 
Madison, WI- Today the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released its projected 
impact of the “American Health Care Act,” the latest in a series of “Repeal and Replace” bills to 
come out of the new Trump Administration. Bobby Peterson, Executive Director of ABC for Health 
says, “The [CBO] report sticks a large fork in the half-baked turkey called the American Health 
Care Act (AHCA). The report identifies sharp increases in the uninsured rates which of course 
means more uncompensated care – the cost of which will be socialized and redistributed among 
everyone else.”  
 
ABC for Health charted the CBO’s estimates for increased rates of additional uninsurance should 
the AHCA become law, along with its own projections of not only the increased rate of 
uncompensated care that hospitals can expect from having fewer patients covered by Medicaid or 
private insurance, but also a graphic they call a “Patient/Provider Misery Index.”  
 

Source: CBO Report: 
www.cbo.gov/publication/52486 

Source: ABC projections based on WHA 
Uncompensated care report data 2013-2015 

ABC’s new “Misery Index” 

 
Earlier this week, Peterson gave the AHCA “two thumbs down,” for prioritizing care for the healthy 
and wealthy over lower income folks and those with disabilities. You can watch his comments 
here.  
 
ABC for Health staff and guests will discuss these issues and much more at the 2017 Annual 
HealthWatch Wisconsin Conference, “The Health Care Coverage Pendulum Swings,” March 22-
23 in Madison at the Madison Masonic Center (301 Wisconsin Ave.). 

### 
 
ABC for Health, Inc., is a Wisconsin-based, nonprofit, public interest law firm dedicated to linking 
children and families, particularly those with special health care needs, to health care benefits and 
services. ABC for Health’s mission is to provide information, advocacy tools, legal services, and expert 
support needed to obtain, maintain, and finance health care coverage and services. 
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